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Emilio Martino House 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 
This four-bay vernacular house has a left-center entry protected by 
a two-bay, one-story porch on square cobblestone piers. Above the 
porch door is a concrete plaque bearing the date 1920. To the left 
of the main entry is a large triple window with a radial-glazed 
semi-elliptical fanlight. The rectangular windows below the fan- 
light have muntins arranged in an unusual off-center radial pattern. 
The first floor is clad in cobblestones, the second in stucco. 
Windows are segmental-arched with stone sills, fitted with l-over-1l 
sash. The molded roof cornice shows no return at the gable ends. 
The exterior wall treatment is carried onto the side elevations. 
On the right elevation is a side entry sheltered by a small porch 
with cobblestone piers. 
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Architecturally, this house is significant as a well-preserved example 
of early-20th-century vernacular building. It was built in 1920 by 
Emilio Martino, who worked as a baggage master for the New York, New 
Haven, & Hartford Railroad (probably at the nearby Berlin Station). 
The house borrows from a wide variety of sources. The proportions 

and massing are reminiscent of an early 19th-century vernacular 

house. The textural variation in the walls reflects the influence 

of the Arts and Crafts movement, more commonly found in Bungalow- 
style houses. The triple front window may well have been inspired 

by similar windows in the Berlin Station. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


The Emilio Martino house is significant not only for its archi- 
tectural merit, but for the way in which its exuberant eclecticism 
reflects the economic and social position of its owner. At a time 
when Berlin's Yankee population was self-consciously €ontinued) 


Berlin Land Records 60:421 (1917); 76:344 (1931) 
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Item number: Date: 12/84 


Emilio Martino House 


19. (continued) : 


recalling its past in the Colonial Revival style, Martino felt 

free to draw on a variety of sources to create a far more personal 
sort of architecture, one combining an allusion to his occupation 
with the elaborate masonry effects favored by the Italian-American . 
middle class. 


